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Nossiter is a member of the National staff of The Wash-.wrote an eariler book on the a 
‘ington Post. He frequently reports on military and jynatic fringes of American ; 


industrial affairs. ‘and a few other high priests ‘politics, Here, he examines, . 


’ fof the Kennedy-Johnson era Jn loving detail, -the Junatl 
During the Civil War, ‘with Hfting the world armsj eee A side i et 1 
George Thayer reminds us, ‘trade to a new level of in- °° gsumpses- 
‘J P. Morgan bought 5000 tensity. Thanks to their leg- into the smaller, but equally 1 
ee ; ‘acy, the United States is sys-. intensive efforts mounted in” 
defective carbines for $3.50' 4 65) a tieally spreading Brittain, France, the Sovict 
each and sold them to the around the world $2 billion Union and other up-to-date ! 
‘Union Army for $22, Al- a year in “conventional” -nations. Combined, they sell 
though the weapons shot off arms. : $9 billion a year around the ; 
7 : ‘i : ‘ld, arming Portugal and ; 
; P oftheir’ | Perhaps $500 to $600 mil. 0! 
me ae Z cape urse, Jion annually feeds the swol- ‘her Angolan rebels, Castro 
users, Morgan, Of COUTSE,. 1. armories of Argentina, 20d anti-Castroites, Arabs , 
‘was paid in full. Liberia, Saudi Arabia, Thai- ANd Israelis, Nigerians and | 
i One hundred years later, land and the other so-called Biafrans, Pakistanis and In-4 
the Government's energetic developing nations whose cree with equal indiscrimi-* 
; he appetite for weapons fs insa- | ° ; : 
meme AeIgNER) aay ae tiable. Indeed, as Thayer’ The trade, Thayer con-' 
Pentagon and State Depart- suggests, wilhout the end-.¢ludes, encourages arms . 


‘ment, persuaded Bonn to Jess supply of weapons from Traces among nations that : 
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ers, mucknamed the 1, ctbloe imitators, it is un. conilicts will be trans. 
Pais dn GR EMAnys: We likely that Indian and Paki. tormed intowars. Thanks to 
before the 9ist crash, the’sian would have gone to war; Modern exigencies, the old-, 
docile, pro-Washington Mr-in 1965 and that Israel anc, fashioned — merchants ° of 
“hard Government had her Arab neighbors would death hava become extinct. 
fallen, leaving Lockheed be at each other's throats. “We now have’ detached, : 
free to go on to other for a fourth round. There cold-hlooded mistakes made 
‘triumphs with its Cheyenne §8 a mordant symmetry in by bureaucrats. rose 
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Thanks to technology. and Just as the world's most for this state of affairs, + 
bureaucratic rationaliza- affluent democracy domi- Thayer demonstrates, lies | 
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about the samo time as the arms. With good reason, mensions of the entrenched 


unfortunate Germans were 
being touted on Lockheed, 
, Britain was persuaded to 
buy the American Skybolt 
‘missile for its deterrent. 
; When the program was ab- 
‘ruptly halted, it not only 
‘helped bring down the 
‘friendly Macmillan Govern- 
‘ment, it also convinced Gen. 
‘de Gaulle that the British 
were little more than an 
American satellite and unfit 
for membership in the Com- 
mon Market. ’ 


Vhayer doubts that Inter 
farms is all that distinct 
from the CIA and conclude 


that there is at least a re- 
markable degree of coopera- 
tlon, It was Curnmings’ 
agents who tipped off Wash- 
4ngton that the Czechs were 
about to sell arms to Presi- 
dent Arbenz of Guatemala, 


tha CLA to overthrow tha 
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But then it js not recorded : . 
ithat Hercules was required ; . 


‘to do more than clean out ' 
the Augean stables, y 

Thayer has written a 
lucid, entertaining and well- i 
documented study on a! 
theme of some importance. | 
Unhappily, its information 
wind its conclusions are so 
devastating to all Govern. | 


sible” people have no choice - 


a discovery that iegeiey alnt everywhere, “respon: | 


worthy with weapons sup- 


Thayer credits the comput piled by Cummings. 
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‘but to ignore it, This ds ay 
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